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Four different kinds of learner
Learner A: People in this group adapt and integrate
observations into complex but logically sound theories. They
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think problems through in a vertical step—by—step logical way, . f
assimilating disparate facts into coherent theories. They tend to | ‘

be perfectionists who won’t rest easy until everything is tidy and # % & & 1 b
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forms part of a rational scheme. They like to analyse and
synthesise, and are keen on basic assumptions, principles, .
theories, models and systems. Their philosophy prizes rationality

and logic, so questions they frequently ask are: “Does it make
sense?”, “How does this go with that?”, and “What are the basic %,
assumptions?” They tend to be detached analysis and dedicated

to rational objectivity rather than anything subjective or
ambiguous, approaching problems in a consistently logical manner. This is their “mental set” and they rigidly
reject anything that conflicts with it. They prefer to maximise certainty and feel uncomfortable with
subjective judgments, lateral thinking and anything that treats the matter in hand with less respect than they
feel it deserves.

Learner B: These people are keen on trying out ideas, theories and techniques to see if they work in
practice. They positively search out new ideas and take the first opportunity to experiment with applications.
They are the sort of people who return from courses brimming with new ideas that they want to try out in
practice. They like to get on with things and act quickly and confidently on ideas that attract them, and are
liable to resent any rules or regulations that may impede their implementation. They also tend to be impatient
with discussions that they believe are not goal—orientated, and their attention soon begins to wander if they
feel they are going round in circles. They are essentially practical, down—to—earth people who like making
practical decisions and solving problems. They see problems and opportunities as a challenge, and their
philosophy is: “There is always a better way” and “If it works, it’s good”.

Learner C: People in this group involve themselves fully and without bias in new experiences, they
enjoy the here and now, and are happy to be dominated by immediate experiences. They are open—minded,
not sceptical, and this tends to make them enthusiastic about anything new. Their philosophy is: “T’ll try
anything once”, so they tend to act first and consider the consequences afterwards. Their days are filled with
activity and they tackle problems by brainstorming. As soon as the excitement from one activity has died
down they are busy looking for the next, as they tend to thrive on the challenge of new experiences but are
bored with implementation and longer—term consolidation. These people like to stand back to ponder experiences
and observe them from many different perspectives.

Learner D: They collect data, both first hand and from others, and prefer to think about it thoroughly
before coming to a conclusion. The thorough collection and analysis of data about experiences and events is
what counts so they tend to postpone making definitive judgments for as long as possible. Their philosophy is
to be cautious, never to make wild guesses or jump to conclusions. They are thoughtful people who like to
consider all possible angles and implications before making a move, and will be reluctant to become involved
in activities that others put forward without having carefully considered the likely outcome. They tend to
adopt a low profile and have a slightly distant, tolerant, unruffled air about them. When they do something it
is in response to earlier as well as current events, and others’ observations as well as their own.
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Extreme sports

There is a new extreme sport born almost every week, each
seemingly more bizarre and dangerous than the last. Base—jumping
involves parachuting off buildings and cliffs; gliding and skydiving
(‘Z P 3k 4>) have given birth to heli—bungee (E 7+ AL% #) and
sky —flying. These kinds of sports, also known as lifestyle sports,
have been sharply increasing since the late 1980s at the expense of
traditional sports. Male 15— to 24 —year —olds are not the only
aficionados (% ¥F #). Base—jumpers include thirty— and forty—
something solicitors (4 J) and accountants, and the free training
academy in east London attracts everybody from kids to the middle—aged.

But it isn’t really the danger factor that marks out extreme sports. According to Nicholas Heyworth (J&
+ 45 4f - 542 #7) from England, many are less dangerous than traditional sports: “Statistically, the most
dangerous sport is horse riding.” Heyworth notes that “many extreme sports guys have got safety equipment
up to their eyeballs, while you would be lucky to get a cold sponge and a bucket of water at a Sunday league
rugby (BHE3K) match”. Improvements in equipment have contributed to a reduction in both risk and pain. In
the 1960s, skydiving was done by penniless daredevils (F # %) using surplus US airforce parachutes. One
veteran recalls: “It hurt like crazy and you drifted mercilessly at the will of the wind until you crashed to the
ground and it hurt like crazy again. Now, there are high—income jumpers who not only make eight jumps a
day, but pay someone to pack their parachutes.”

So what are these new sports offering individuals? Since the late 19th century, institutionalised (7 4847
#7) sport has provided a gel (% & /1) for an industrialising society. Factory owners once set up football
teams for their workers, for instance, to tie them into the firm and provide them an opportunity for progress.
Now that community identity is decreasing, lifestyle sports provide more individualised ways of pushing
yourself. There is no winning and losing, as there are few set rules apart from those agreed by participants.
There is also little organisation into teams or leagues. Each individual is really competing against themselves.
Some also claim that the thrill of the jump puts the pain of everyday life into perspective. One young base—
jumper says: “It’s a way to keep the mind awake. You have plenty of time to think about yourself, the
mountain you stand on, your life, people you meet, things you’re doing.”

Because lifestyle sports are so individualised, however, they are liable to go off in bizarre directions,
with people riding bikes up trees or ironing on mountain summits! What’s more, whereas traditional sports
provide a way for individuals to grow emotionally through the challenge of competition or by working
together as a team, lifestyle sports can encourage a narcissistic ( B 3% 4 Bt #9) focus. There is perhaps
something childish, too, about the desire to traverse official boundaries. Canoeing where you aren’t supposed
to be canoeing, jumping where you’re not supposed to jump...

So there are both limits and potential to extreme sports. Aside from all this, however, it’s important to
recognise that some of these new sports are little more than Public Relations products. Free running, for
example, has long been a media phenomenon. Even now, it is often more for show than self—development.
Moreover, extreme sports often have a short shelf life. They will be the in—thing for a few months, but then
get pushed aside by the next fad (B % ). So, let’s put aside the extreme hype (*V4E) and look at these
activities as just another kind of sport.




B #KEiFFTESC(IFHE)

U

IR H BAVE A AR 6 SR BT KA F I, ARATA
HABEAMNZGRRPRE—0 KA HZH, RNMEEFEA—A,
MAEXF, RABRKA LGB AL K PR EGAHE, 35
T kFEHKA, BESBREBEGEY, REZEEAZN
R TAMEE K 24,

EEEFF ALTEXGRTERR —AMRAFE
MR RN ERSE G T ReOGRE, R, HIiEEM-F 2
7 K (firewood stove) ™ vAiE 31 5| — & 7 37, o A FLIBIE, K Z A ME AR K KF i R REH
Y, 31X 3 B R TR T AR BT BB

KAKZHEE T AR B, A, RATOALE LA KA R 2B 692 P 30 4, 3R A AR o AR
BT, KRTEFEES, BRANGARETAREE KR FRFER, EONG KRR KT, E N6 %
FATRERY, AELHWRE, FRlhEX, ARATRE, B, KNGRTEEY X %14,
AAGRA, BATE K& R R AR T B2 BAT KR B 91 H

EFERZAT, —RGKEHMERT, KAZRT —R6g T/EE, BET A S FRERLE
Bl AT, EENBRERNGTER, LEEOBAZBIREKEF oo FRERELY, LA
AR, BAVR R 6 BT WA AL A BFCFEAR LA MR8 Kk, e R B B)i &, RA L4 F R B eh RN
g F AR E KRR AA —AARL ARG ETEMHE L F —fe X6y = £ 51#.30 5%, 4K
—AEEFAENTEAIEFF TG REFEEKR, BRRNAKER S I E R ZE —F A KRG T &,
B EFRERERREE B —ANFERIRATEEE KA M8 LR ZRE X R L, 3%
B—AFZHNUX, F—F KRB E TR ESR,

BB A KAW RIS BAMGALARS 5 HIT R, A KA MR B RRI B, B RN
R AR, BPAEAR A RA T LEAH 2R AE, P RARTENREZNERT, AX P HHK
NVRAA KK B, BATIIEE] T KT A T X, X2 RANELZX AR LT ARLRE E, B
WME B & Fe R A FRASHIRFIT MR, — AKX Z T MANBNFHORBRI 2R EZHRTE
WA R A A ISR EF R R F Ko X— AR TR KegE 2,

(ZEXFEREBIARLALAZARDAE RIH)




C FEiFTC(FIFN)

. Throughout history, people have played some version of a
(ol kicking game. What the world now calls football began as far
back as 2500BC with the Chinese game of tsu chu (%t#). The
sport we’re familiar with today originated in Britain; by the 1840s,
- England’s Football Association had established a set of rules, and
; )'k the modern game was born. Today, more than 120 million regular
.ﬁ players from all over the globe participate in the game annually,
8y, A, w4 truly making soccer the world’s sport.

Eumpe Home of the Rich and Famous

Europe has the largest number of soccer players on Earth and is also home to the world’s richest and
best—known professional teams. Europe’s major clubs—such as Spain’s Real Madrid and England’s Manchester
United—have evolved from local teams to global brands, with supporters all over the world. Some are owned
by foreign businessmen, who invest large amounts of money in their clubs, hoping to earn significant returns
on ticket sales, television, and advertising deals.

Asia: A Growing Passion

Over the past three decades, an intense soccer competition among many countries has helped to increase
enthusiasm for the sport across Asia. This enthusiasm has also helped to bridge differences and bring people
together.

Australia and Oceania: Soccer Down Under GRRFIIF N 2, It 4 W E SIFR)

For decades, Australian sports have been dominated by cricket, rugby, and Australian rules football.
Today, this region still has the fewest number of soccer players and teams. But interest in soccer is growing,
as immigrants from the Balkans and other countries bring the sport and their enthusiasm for it to their new
country.

Africa: Soccer’s New Frontier

Africa has a number of talented players; however, the continent lacks strong domestic teams and faces
the prospect of losing many of its best players to the European clubs.

South America: Unbeatable Talent

South America produces some of the most exciting soccer .
on Earth, and many of the most admired players. Brazil has won g
the most World Cup Finals ever, and is the only team to have
participated in every World Cup to date. Argentina has won the
2022 World Cup in one of the most thrilling finals in tournament
history.

North America: A Sport for Everyone

In North America, almost 28 percent of the professional
players are women—the largest number in the world. The 7 #
women’s World Cup finals are a hugely popular event. Men’s soccer is also gaining in populanty throughout
North America, despite tough competition from other popular team sports, such as baseball, American
football, and (especially in Canada) ice hockey.

Soccer: A Global Force

Thanks to its worldwide popularity and the reach of satellite television, soccer has experienced a major
evolution in recent years. Today’s major teams import both players and coaches from abroad, and clubs once
supported only by their local communities now have fans all over the world. In the last quarter century,
soccer has succeeded in cutting across national lines to become a global, interconnected sport—one that has
the power to unite us all.
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Modern technology is causing changes in our lives that have
some people worried. Everyone agrees that new inventions have
made life easier, but perhaps we need to ask “Are we losing
something along the way?”

Jack Riley is a fifth—grade student in Vancouver, Canada,

and he is annoyed. His teacher has just said, “No more

calculators in math class.” Jack likes using a calculator to add,
subtract, multiply, or divide, but his teacher is worried about her students’ basic math skills. She wants them
doing more math in their heads and on paper. She recently read about a study on the math skills of Canadian
college students. Some of the students had lived and studied all their lives in Canada, while others had come
to Canada from schools in China. The researchers found that the Chinese students were quicker at doing
simple math problems and far better at doing complex ones. They also learned that the Chinese students had
used calculators much less often during their early school years than the Canadians had. Jack’s teacher has
also read the report. According to this study, Canadian students are not keeping up with students from Japan,
Korea, Singapore, or England. Jack’s teacher blames technology.

Kate Gladstone of Albany, New York, has some similar feelings about technology. Gladstone is “the
Handwriting Repairwoman”. She helps people improve their handwriting so that others can read it better, and
sometimes so that they can read it themselves. Businesses have asked her to work with their employees, and
many doctors have taken her courses. Gladstone says that too many people never learned to write clearly in
school, and too many people think it does not matter anymore. She feels that in the age of computers,
handwriting is not getting the attention it deserves.

Li You lives in the city of Yangshuo in Guangxi, China. About eight years ago, he started using a
computer to do word processing in Chinese. Soon afterward, his memory for writing Chinese characters by
hand began to fail. He would pick up a pen and be unable to write something that i& k gﬁ _j:
he had learned as a child. Many of his friends have had the same problem. They > G/E 2 ﬁ
used to be able to write thousands of characters. Now they often joke about how

they try to write a character but cannot remember how to form it. At the computer,

-
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Li can easily type what he wants to say, so he is not worried. He does 95% of his R
writing at the computer now, and he says, “I can go for a month without picking up

a pen.” However, some people have a different view of the situation. “A long time
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ago, we all wrote much better;” says Ye Zi, who works with Li. He says, “It’s a
cultural loss.”

Are computers and calculators robbing people of valuable skills? Some people
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think so. Others say such questions just show that some of us cannot deal with
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change.
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